
OLVER ANNOUNCES NEARLY $3 MILLION FOR NEW FRANKLIN COUNTY TRANSPORTATION CENTER AND OTHER PROJECTS

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved $1.5 million in federal funding for a new Franklin County regional transportation center to be developed in Greenfield.

  The bill also includes $1 million for improvements to Routes 5 &amp; 10 in Bernardston and $400,000 to support the Greenfield-based Western Mass Enterprise Fund, Inc. (WMEF).

  Olver included the funding in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations conference report. The House and Senate approved the bill on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005.

  Olver said, "Investments in the region's transportation and business development infrastructure are critical to the area's prospects for local economic growth, as well as the revitalization of its town centers. I am pleased to say that all three of these projects will greatly contribute to economic and community development of Franklin county."

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked to secure the funding. The conference report now goes to president's desk for a signature.

  The conference report contains the following earmarks:

$1.5 million for the Franklin County Regional Transportation Center in Greenfield

  This project will design and construct a centralized, 10,000-square-foot regional transportation center for Franklin County.  The center is to be located in downtown Greenfield and owned and operated by the Franklin Regional Transit Authority (FRTA).

   Currently, Greenfield serves as the centralized location for accessing intra-county, inter-county, interstate, and paratransit bus travel services.  However, there is not an existing transportation facility to serve as the center.

    "Such a facility would be a great boon to Greenfield and Franklin County," Olver said. "We have seen the success of multimodal transportation centers in other communities, which serve as safe and pleasant hubs for transportation and commerce."

  The Greenfield facility would sell tickets, and provide rest rooms, waiting areas sheltered from the weather, concession space such as a coffee shop to serve those waiting, and office space for the transit administrators and operators. The facility would include six bus berths and two paratransit berths.  Parking for approximately 60 spaces would be included at the facility.

   The selected site is less than a quarter of a mile from the Greenfield Town Hall, which is the current bus hub, and adjacent to rail should passenger rail become possible in the future.

    These monies will fund site assembly work which includes site acquisition, relocation, clearance and associated soft costs, site analysis, engineering, design and permitting.

  For additional information, contact Denise Wallenius, FRTA, at 413-774-2262 or Maureen Mullaney, FRCOG, at 413-774-1194 x108.

$1 million for improvements to Routes 5 &amp; 10 in Bernardston

   This earmark will go toward resurfacing, minor shoulder widening, limited sidewalk reconstruction and drainage improvements on a section of Routes 5 &amp; 10 in Bernardston.

  The Route 5 work would begin at the Greenfield town line and proceeds northerly approximately 5.9 miles to the Vermont state line.  The Route 10 (Church Street) work would begin at Route 5 and proceeds easterly approximately 2,700 feet to the bridge that carries Route 10 over Interstate 91.  Also, the northerly intersection of Burrows Turnpike and Route 5 would be re-aligned so that Burrows Turnpike enters Route 5 at a 90 degree angle.

  This route is a commuter road for the region, therefore improvement of the roadway would improve access to the town center and nearby businesses and enhance connectivity and access for ski traffic in winter that occasionally uses this road as an alternative to Interstate-91.  Improvements would also greatly benefit pedestrian traffic near the town center and provide safer roadways for bicycles.

   For additional information, contact Albert R. Stegeman, District 2 Mass Highway Director, at 413-584-1611 or Richard Masse, Project Development Engineer, at 413-584-1611.

$400,000 for the Western Mass Enterprise Fund, Inc. (WMEF) in Greenfield

  These funds will assist WMEF in providing business development resources to micro-enterprises and small businesses that either cannot qualify for bank financing or cannot qualify without participation from an alternative lender, such as WMEF.

    WMEF operates in partnership with community development corporations (CDCs), banks and other community partners.  WMEF identifies individuals and businesses that need technical assistance, prepares a business for financing and provides ongoing support after a loan is made. Business development and business training are the primary collateral in the micro enterprise and small business program.

  Chris Sikes, executive director, WMEF, said, "This grant will allow the enterprise fund to go much more deeply into the western Mass. community to provide the type of financing thatís not available to people who need it most. Congressman is the longest term supporter of the enterprise fund going back to 1985 as a state senator when he supported the foundation of the Rural Enterprise Fund which later became the Western Mass Enterprise Fund. We're grateful to Congressman Olver for his good work and his commitment to economic development in western Mass."
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  For additional information, contact Chris Sikes at 413-774-4033.
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